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Meeting Information

Club meetings are held on the 2nd
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29 Road Grand Junction.

Dues Information
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Minutes of
Grand Valley Woodturners

March 14, 2008

Third meeting of 2008

1. - Meeting started at 7PM in Buck Taylor’s shop in Grand Junction. 
Thanks to Buck and his wife for the goodies and hospitality

- Directors present : Keith Kollasch (Pres), Ed Westermire (VP), Buck
Taylor (Treas), David Kelly (Sec), Tim Austin (News)

- Attendees : Chuck Dewey, Eric Pennal, Dennis Forster, Clarence
Fivecoat, Cliff Moore, John Gilbert

- Tim had available hard copies of the newsletter

- Keith opened meeting

- Thanks to Tim for the newsletter

- Brought handouts for free wood from the BLM

- A cut down pine tree is available at Lincoln Park

- Discuss articles in the newsletter on Sphere cutting jig and

Making your own chisels

- It was determined that professional demonstrators would

be too expensive for the club at this point.

- Keith and Buck went to the 1st National Bank of Grand

Junction and opened a checking account for the club

- Brought up non-profit status 

- Online signup for $50. Yearly renewal is needed

- Once we are filed as a non-profit then we can apply for grants. 

This will allow the club to have the bank account instead of individuals. This
will give the club more flexibility with the account - The non-profit status will
make it easier to join AAW and to apply for a grant from the Art Council.

  John motioned to pursue the non-profit status

Keith and Eric seconded. Motion carried no opposition.

Buck will follow up and apply for the non-profit status

 Buck announced there are 12 paid up members - Show and tell. Members got up and described their



work,

both Keith and Tim took pictures of the work

- Keith brought a DVD of sharpening techniques from
the

AAW. Buck provided the TV for the viewing.

- Ed presented the “challenge” for next month – a
lidded container

- Next meeting second Tuesday of April.

- Meeting ended at 9:15PM 

David Kelly 

davidkel@cisco.com 

720-562-6316 

Treasurer’s Report

The Grand Valley Woodturners are in business and 
in good standing with the state of Colorado, and we now
have a federal identification number.

We now have 12 paid up members as of Apr 1, 2008

Mission of Grand Valley Woodturners

The GRAND VALLEY WOODTURNERS is a club for
woodturning enthusiasts throughout Western Colorado.
It is open to anyone who is interested in woodturning,
whatever their level of experience or expertise. Our
mission is to foster a wider understanding and
appreciation of woodturning as a traditional and
contemporary craft and art form among the general
public and all woodturners, whether hobbyist or
professional. We will do this by offering programs such
as demonstrations and other presentations,
conferences, seminars, exhibits, and more; a library of
books, magazines, videotapes, and DVDs; and a
regular opportunity to share ideas, questions, and
advice with other turners. Depending on member
interest, we also hope to offer auctions and raffles of
tools and wood, critique of works, opportunities for
collective purchase of wood and supplies.

The American Association of Woodturners (AAW) is an
international, nonprofit organization dedicated to the
advancement of woodturning and  is open to anyone
who has an interest in woodturning.  Members of the
AAW include all levels of woodturners, as well as
institutions, collectors, and other people interested in
our craft.  Membership in AAW connects you with a
worldwide community of others interested in
woodturning and includes a subscription to American
Woodturner (“the most informative, and widely read

woodturning publication in the world . . . packed with a
wide array of articles focusing on everything from basic
woodturning techniques and special projects, to
innovative design ideas”) and listing in and a copy of the
annual AAW Resource Directory (join before January 1
to be listed in the next directory).  For more information,
please visit the AAW web site or pick up a copy of
American Woodturner at your local woodworking supply
store. 

So You Have a New Lathe–Now What?

Grand Valley Woodturners offers some tremendous
opportunities for people who want to learn to turn wood.

My intent with this article is to suggest a logical
progression of things to purchase and explain why I
would recommend them. The opinions expressed are
those of the writer and may not be universally held
among Grand Valley Woodturners members (After all,
this is free advice.) It is my hope that people with
different opinions will come forth with articles
expressing different views in future issues. I feel that
the ensuing discussion is good for the club and our
members, so please chime in. 

Let’s assume that you are just starting, that you have
availed yourself of a  lathe and have decided that you
want to pursue woodturning further,.and You have
undoubtedly determined that you will have to purchase
some new tools and equipment, but may be a little
uncertain as to where to go next.  What do you buy first,
and why? 

Turning purchases can be divided into four main
categories: 1) lathe, 2) lathe tools, 3) turning
accessories, and 4) turning supplies. While choices in
all four of these categories can depend strongly on what
you intend to turn, most beginners don’t know where
they really want to go in turning until later in their
evolution. In this article, I will provide some suggestions
for categories 1 and 2 only. Categories 3 and 4 will be
discussed later. 
You will need a lathe for sure. A mini-lathe is a good
choice. Mini-lathes cost from about $160 to $375 and
come in several models, Most of the min-lathe models
are very similar and probably come from the same
factory in China. My suggestions are to only consider
models that have a 1 X 8 spindle thread and #2 Morse
tapers in the head stock and tailstock spindles. These
sizes are much more common and much stronger than
the smaller 3/ 4 -16 spindles with #1 Morse tapers used
on some mini-lathes. Stronger means less vibration and
more common means you will have a much better
chance of using accessories on your next lathe as well.
A mini-lathe is such a handy item that you will likely 



 keep it even if you later purchase a larger lathe.

The next decision is do you want a varible speed model,
or the cheaper change the speed by moving the belt
model? Here I suggest the variable speed model. My
reasoning is very simple. A variable speed option
means that you will explore the effect that changing
speed has on your turning. Even though the variable
speed models have an infinite number of speeds
between the low and high limits, you will generally only
set them at three speeds- low, medium, and high. 
So why spring the extra cash for only a few speeds?
Because changing the speed is so easy that you will do
it regularly. Who wants to try a higher turning speed by
stopping the lathe, opening the cover, loosening the
tensioning bolt, moving the belt, and then reversing
these steps only to find that you don’t like the change
and have to stop again to repeat the steps to get back
to where you started. Contrast this with reaching over
while the lathe is running and turning a small knob on
the speed control. If you don’t like the effect, you simply
return the speed knob back to at or near its original
position and continue. With variable speed you will
change speeds often and understand its influence on
your turning. With a fixed speed lathe, you will tend to
pick a speed and leave it there. That is why I say to buy
a variable speed model.
 
Tools are the next area to make purchases. Here the
most important consideration is purchase only high
speed steel or better. High speed steel will maintain its
temper if even it turns blue during grinding. Cheaper
high carbon steel just will not maintain its edge once you
get it too hot. A common misconception is that since
you have a mini-lathe and are turning small items, you
need small tools. Fight that urge. Normal sized tools will
work fine for most small turnings and are much more
usable for other jobs. 
My suggestions for tools are to start with the five basic
tools: A spindle roughing gouge (3/4 inch minimum), a
½ inch spin-dle gouge, a ¾ inch minimum width skew
chisel with flat wide sides, a ¾ inch round-nose scraper,
and a 3/32 to 1/8 inch wide parting tool. These tools will
cover all basic spindle work and be your .go to. tools for
a long time. If you want to tackle bowls, add a sixth tool,
a ½ inch bowl gouge. Bowl gouges are measured by
their flute width and not their diameter—a ½ inch bowl
gouge has a 5/8 inch diameter shaft. These tools will be
16 to 22 inches in overall length. 
These are my initial recommendations. Next month we
can discuss items needed for sharpening and start on
lathe accessories. 
Source:   ( Detroit woodturners newsletter Mar 08)

Tim Austin

Projects from March Meeting

This turning by Clarence Fivecoat is useful for
gardeners. By inserting  pieces of newsprint between
the top and bottom and pressing it down one can make
a pot for starting and growing seeds.

T
h i
s bowl that was made by Ed Westmere took a lot of
precision cutting and glue up . Good job Ed!

Remember the next meeting is April 8 at
Bucks place, At 7 pm.                          
Bring your box projects!           

Forest Service wood cutting permits will be
available May 1.




